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Aim

19CSC is expected to include a proportional quantity of both private and business letters, by male and female
encoders. The aim is to have a total of at least 500,000 words: 250,000 from private correspondence and
250,000 from business correspondence. The texts included in the corpus are to be diplomatically transcribed
from original manuscripts (or typescripts, in the case of later business letters). Previously edited letters by
literary figures are excluded. At this stage, transcription is progressing, accompanied by a process of ‘macro-
tagging’; lexico-grammatical tagging is envisaged at a later stage.

Main investigation lines that may be followed in 19CSC:

e themes relating to historical sociolinguistics and historical pragmatics;

e themes relating to the investigation of specialized discourse in a diachronic perspective;

e  themes relating to language contact and language change in formerly Gaelic-speaking and Scots-
speaking areas.
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