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The research project will focus on the radicalization processes and de-radicalization policies, with
particular attention to the Balkan area. After having defined the peculiarities of the Balkan Islam,
emphasizing its differences with the models of Islam in the other Muslim regions of the world, the
research will also take into consideration the religious and social changes in this area, especially during
and after the breakup of Yugoslavia and in which ways the ideological representations and the
narratives contributed to the elaboration of new methodologies and strategies of radicalisation. A
second part of the research will focus on the analysis of the main models of radicalization, in order to
provide a series of elements useful to study this phenomenon in the region. The research will also try to
study if a peculiar Balkan model of radicalisation exists, through the identification of the driving factors
of this phenomenon. In doing so, a case-study will be developed. This case-study will focus on the
situation of some rural areas of the Balkan region, with particular reference to those of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. This because these area are today considered particularly vulnerable to the ideological-
doctrinaire influence of itinerant foreign imams or to the infiltration of radical-extremist groups, such
as Qa'ida or Da'ish members. This analysis will allow to highlight how the situation in this area has
changed, and how the social and cultural substratum is today particularly favourable to jihadist
propaganda. A further element of investigation will be the analysis of the narrative and propaganda in
Bosnian language, through the study and the scrutiny of videos and of the publications of radical
groups expressly elaborated for the Bosnian society. In the third and last part, the study will try to
identify some best practices to stem and to fight the radicalization in the area, through the
identification of de-radicalization policies, counter-narratives or social inclusion and economic-regional
development strategies.



