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Personal Information  
Date of Birth: June 11, 1973 
Place of Birth: S. Benedetto del Tronto (AP) - Italy 
 
 
 
EDUCATION                                                                                                                                   
November 2003 Doctoral Degree in Cognitive Science - University of Torino. Thesis: « Spatial Cognition in Virtual 

Reality: An Analysis of Interaction Modalities & Exploration Goals» Supervisor: Prof. Giuliano Geminiani 

1999-2000 Post-Graduate Degree in Neuropsychology and Clinical Psychophysiology - University of Padova -  Thesis: 
“Biofeedback: Clinical applications” Supervisor: Prof. Niels Birbaumer 

1992-1999 Master Degree (Laurea) in Experimental  Psychology (5-year course) - University of  Padova. Thesis: “A 
study of attention and executive functions in schizophrenia” Supervisor: Prof. Carlo Arrigo Umiltà 

 
GRANT SUPPORT                                                                
October 2002- September 2008 Research Grant from the IRCCS - Istituto Auxologico Italiano, Milan (Italy) 

1995-1996 Exchange Scholar (Socrates-Erasmus Program), Faculty of Psychology – University of Lisboa (Portugal) 

 
RESEARCH AWARDS                                                                                                                           
September 2007 - Best Paper Award at the IEEE Virtual Rehabilitation Conference – Venice, Italy 

June 2006 - Interactive Media Institute (San Diego, CA) Annual Prize for the Best Poster Paper at the 11th 
Cybertherapy Conference – Gatineau, Canada. 

December 2005 - European Academy Of Rehabilitation Medicine - Prize 2005 The annual prize of the European Academy of 
Rehabilitation Medicine, Madrid, Spain 

 
ACCADEMIC EMPLOYMENT HISTORY                                          
- April 2018 – at present  
Associate professor of Neuroscience at University of Bergamo, Italy where she teaches:  

 “Social Cognitive Neuroscience” (6 ECTS/30 hours Master course, from a.y. 2018-2019 at present) 
 “Foundations of Psychobiology” (6 ECTS/30 hours Bachelor course, from a.y. 2018-2019 at present) 

“Psychology of life cycle” (12 ECTS/60 hours Bachelor course, from a.y 2018/2019 to a.y. 2017/2018)  

- Module A: Psychobiology of typical and atypical evolutive phases 
- Module B: Psychobiology of elderly fragility and dementia  

 “Ageing Psychology” (6 ECTS/30 hours Bachelor course, from a.y. 2018-2019 at present) 

 
- October 2008- March 2018 

Assistant professor of Neuroscience at University of Bergamo, Italy where she teaches: 

 “Psychology of life cycle” (10 ECTS/60 hours Bachelor course, from a.y 2013/2014 to a.y. 2017/2018)  
- Module A: Psychobiology of typical and atypical evolutive phases 



- Module B: Psychobiology of elderly fragility and dementia  
“Psychology of Education” (5 ECTS/30 hours Bachelor course, a.y. 2014/2015)  
“Foundations of Psychobiology” (10 ECTS/60 hours Bachelor course, from a.y 2007/2008 to a.y. 2010/2011) 
“Psychobiology of Interpersonal Relationships” (20 hours Doctoral Course, in English, from 2014 at present) 
“Enactive Developmental Psychology” (18 hours Master course for Educational Psycho-motricity curriculum, 

from 2013 at present) 
“Intentional behaviors in intersubjectivity: Methods for detection and analysis” (40 hours laboratory course, 

a.y. 2011/2012- 2012/2013) 
 

- April 2005- September 2008  

Invited Professor at Master program in Technology for Communication, University of Lugano, Switzerland for the 
courses of:  

“Psychology of New Media” (30 hours Master Course, in English) 

“Virtual realty as experiential and communication places” (30 hours Master Course, in English) 

“Analysis of cooperative work: Workplace studies” (30 hours Master Course, in English) 

 

- Other Teaching Activity: 

“Embodied approach to the study of emotional and intentional relationship in psychotherapy” (10 hours 
course at the Italian Ministry approved school for Cognitive Psychoterapy Specialization, Como, 
from 2011 at present) 

“Intersubjectivity in neuroscience“ (18 hours course at the Italian Ministry approved school for Neuro-
Cognitive approach in Psychoterapy Specialization, Pavia, from 2007 to 2009)  

 “Ambient Intelligence: Conceptual and practical issues” (Invited professor for the 8 hours seminarial course at 
the il Center of Computer Science, University of Haifa, Israel. In english, a.y.2004/2005) 

 

RESEARCH EMPLOYMENT HYSTORY 

- From September 2020 Francesca Morganti is Scientific Director of the Research Centre “IER- Innovative Elder 
Research”, The Care Group 

- From May 2016 at present Francesca Morganti is principal investigator for Dementia Friendly Italia group, 
Department of Human and Social Sciences, University of Bergamo  

- From October 2008 at University of Bergamo Francesca Morganti is principal investigator for the Italian Ministry 
of University and Research (MIUR) funded projects: 
        “Embodied and situated knowledge acquisition in the elderly and neurological patients” 

“Enaction and Intersubjectivity for Active Ageing” (2015-2016 grant) 

“Embodiment, Mirroring and Intersubjectivity: Implications for neuro-cognitive assessment and 
rehabilitation” (2014-2015 grant) 

“Intersubjectivity and Enaction in neurological patients” (2013-2014 grant) 
“Embodied knowledge acquisition and sharing in healthy and neurological population: a new enactive 

perspective for cognitive neuroscience” (2010-2012 grant) 
 “Spatial orientation evaluation in healthy subjects and neurological patients: a comparison between “paper 

and pencil” and virtual reality exploration” (2008-2009 grant) 

 



- October 2001 – September 2008 Associate Researcher at the Applied Technology for Neuro-Psycology Lab (ATN-
P Lab) - Istituto Auxologico Italiano, Milan, Italy on the EU/Italian ResearchMinistry funded projects: 

(FP5 EU-funded, ISTarea) “I-LEARNING – Imaginative Enhanced Learning” (FP5 IST/FET 2001-38861)  
(FP5 EU-funded, ISTarea) “EMMA – Engaging Media for Mental Health Applications” (FP5 IST/FET 2002-

21651) 
(FP7 EU-funded, IST area) “PASION - Psychologically Augmented Social Interaction Over Networks” (FP6 

IST/FET 2006- 027654) 
(Italian Ministry of Research MIUR- FIRB project - RBIN04BC5C) “IVT-2010 – Immersive Virtual Telepresence 

(IVT) for Experiential Assessment and Rehabilitation” - International project with the University of 
Haifa. 

- April 2005-September 2008 Research Assistant of the Institute for Psychology and Sociology of Communication, 
University of Lugano, Switzerland 
 

- 2002-2004 Researcher on the Italian Ministry Research Project “Perceptual and Cognitive Factors in Spatial 
Navigation Tasks within Virtual Reality Environments” (Cofin. MURST 2003, prot. 2003119035) - University of Torino. 
 

- 1999-2001 Researcher on the Italian Ministry Research Project “Reasoning processes and mental models: an analysis 
of the spatial inferences” (Cofin MURST ’99, prot. 9911314534) – University of Torino 
 
 
MAJOR RESEARCH INTERESTS 
     
Francesca Morganti worked since 1999 on the relationship between enactive technologies, such as virtual reality, 
and cognitive neuroscience. From one point of view she used enactive technologies as innovative possibility to have 
a full controlled experimental setting for the study of knowledge acquisition, on the other complementary side she 
designed and ergonomically tested enactive technologies for the application in experimental psychology and 
neuroscience. Among the Italian scientific panorama Francesca Morganti has a peculiar expertise in between 
Neuroscience and Information Technology as showed from her methodological and theoretical publications.  
Moreover on emerging technologies application in neuroscience, Francesca Morganti works on the evaluation and 
treatment of cognitive impairment derived from neurodegenerative diseases focusing in particular on dementia 
early detection and treatment. 
She is member of the main international societies and editorial boards in the field, such as: 

- Scientific Society Membership:                                                                                           
Cognitive Science Society  
International Society for Virtual Rehabilitation  
International Society for Presence Research  
Italian Psychology Association - Experimental Psychology Section 

- Associate Reviewer  for:   
Advances in Human-Computer Interaction (Editorial Board) 
Journal of Environmental Psychology 
Cyberpsychology & Behaviour 
Transactions on Neural Systems & Rehabilitation Engineering 
Evidence Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine 
Cognitive Science Society, International Conference 
Cognitive Science Society, European Conference 
Virtual Reality Rehabilitation Conference 
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2016 
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In Serino, S., Matic, A., Giakoumis, D., Lopez, G., Cipresso, P. (Eds.) Pervasive Computing Paradigms for Mental 
Health, Springer, pp.110-119. 
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