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Memory, Reflexivity, and 

Personal Identity: 
Does the Lockean Tradition 

Rest on a Mistake? 
 

Lockeanism about personal identity is the view that the persistence of persons is grounded in 
psychological continuity over time. Reflexivism about episodic memory is the view that the 

content of episodic memories is reflexive: a memory of a past experience represents this 
experience as belonging to the rememberer—in other words, episodic memory contains a 

‘sense of mineness’. In the first part of this talk, I shall argue that Lockeanism rests on 
reflexivism. In the second part, I shall argue against reflexivism. I shall conclude that 

Lockeanism rests on a mistake 
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